The metrial gland.
The information available about the metrial gland of the pregnant rodent uterus with its content of granulated metrial gland (GMG) cells is reviewed. Recent research shows that GMG cells differentiate from bone marrow cells and supports the suggestion that GMG cells are involved in the immunological relationship between mother and foetus. There is probably a complex association between GMG cells and stromal cells of the metrial gland, and it is suggested that the association between GMG cells and the placental labyrinthine cells represents a functional interaction.